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I. 



(Currently amended) An image processing apparatus havmg synthesizing 
... . means Jor synthesizing image information in the form of digital signals arid 
template information, the apparatus comprising: 

the template ^formation having a reference display posture corresponding 
to either a vertical or horizontal posture of the image information, the vertical and 
horizontal postures having different vertical and horizontal sizes from each other; 

rotation processing means for rotating the template information so as to 
cause said reference posture thereof to correspond to said either posture of the 
image information when said either p osture of the image information differs from 
said reference display posture of the template information, thereby providing 
optimum template information for synthesizing the image information; and 

converting means for converting the template information according to a 
predetermined rule when said rotation processing means rotates the template 
. . ^nfoimationcffcets the rotation operati o n 

2 ; (Currently amended). The image processing apparatus according to claim 1, 

wherein the template information comprises image data for forming, in said 
reference display posture, horizontalsides and vertical sides around the image 
information and said rule includes a numerical value representing a ratio for 
converting a width of the horizontal side of the template information prior to said 
rotation operation to a width of the vertical side of the template information after 
said rotation ef**atie* EQCgggiBg means rotates the template information a nd a 
. . :. numerical value representing a ratio for converting a width of the vertical side of 
the template information prior to said rotation epeeXte* proressinf means rotating 
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the template information t o the width of the . horizontal side of the template 
information after said rotation processing means rotates the template 
; infdtitiatio noperation . 




'" wherein the template information comprises character string data for displaying a 
leading character according to a predetermined reference coordinate system in the 

reference display posture; and said rule includes a parameter for converting a 

display position of the leading character into a value corresponding to a length of 
one side of the image information after the said r otation operation processing 
means rotates the template information and a parameter for setting an inter- 
character distance of the character string according to the length of said one side, 

4, (Currently amended) The image processing apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein the template information comprise image data to be set within the image 
information based on predetermined locate information in the reference display 
posture; and said rule includes a parameter for converting the locate information 
so that the template information may be displayed at a predetermined position 
within the image information during the rotation op e ration of the template 
information bv said rotating processing means. 

5. (Previously presented) The image processing apparatus according to claim 2, 
further comprising an edit processing means including an image layer for storing 
the image information and a template layer for storing the converted template 
information, the edit processing means being capable of freely adjusting positional 
relationship between the image layer and the template layer. 
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3 , " (Currently amended) 



The image processing apparatus according to claim 1 P 
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6. (Previously presented) An image processing method having the step of 
" synthesizing image information in the form of digital signals and template 
information, the method comprising the steps of: 

setting the template information to a reference display posture 
corresponding to either a vertical posture or a horizontal posture of the image 

infonnation, the .vertical and horizontal postures having different vertical and 

horizontal sizes from each other; 

rotating the template information according to the posture of the image 
information so as to cause said reference display posture thereof to correspond to 
said either posture of the image information when said posture of the image 
information differs from said reference display posture of the template 
information, thereby providing optimum template information for synthesizing the 
image information; and 

converting the template information according to a predetermined rule 
when said rotating step is effected, thereby providing. 

7 - 17. (Canceled) 
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